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Office Action Summary 
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B RAMAN ET AL. 



-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence ac 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 November 2003 . 
2aM This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 0.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) Ml is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

o)M Claim(s) ill is/are rejected. 

7M Claimfe) 1 and 3 is/are objected to. • 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10M The drawing(s) filed on 1/31/02 is/are: a)D accepted or b)M objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(0 

II) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of 



1 .□ Certified copies of the priority dc 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specific 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/4/03 have been folly considered but they are not 
persuasive. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features 
of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., the 
introduction of waste streams at various places in the process, the recycle of monohydrate 
crystallizer streams, etc.) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the 
claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). The argued 
novel flexibility of the presently claimed invention is not disclosed in the claims in a manner 
which puts them in condition for allowance. Regarding the arguments drawn to the use of Dome 
'882, Dome is used only insofar as it teaches a known method of disposing of waste streams 
fromsuchaprocess. 7k 4 cW I * ^ *bje<k f. k ^W, 4 k, 

The objections and rejections under 35 USC § 1 12 of the previous office action are 
withdrawn. The objections to the drawings are maintained and it is requested that the response 
to this action contain the proper corrections. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 



Claim Objections 

Claims 1 and 3 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 , line 7 
states "by a means selected from a treatment selected from. . . " which is redundant and should 
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read "by a treatment selected from". Claim 3 states "withdrawing calcium carbonate", while it 
should read "sodium carbonate". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claims 2, 4-7, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 2 recites the limitation "the sodium decahydrate unit". 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It is unclear as to which 
process step this refers. 

Claims 4-7 recite the limitation "streams include. . . " or "steps that include. . .". It is 
indefinite as to whether all of the streams and steps following this limitation are required or 
rather that one of the streams and steps following this limitation is required. Claim 7 
additionally recites "d) a combination of the above and purging a portion of the mother 
liquid. . .". This step is indefinite as it is unclear as to what mother liquor, crystals, or recycling is 
referring to. 

Claim 1 0 recites "concentration of a stream", however, it is indefinite as to the 
concentration of what species. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
Claims 1-9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Copenhafer '054 in view of Dome '882. 
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The rejection of the previous action is maintained in its entirety and incorporated herein 
by reference. 

Claims 1-2, 4-9, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Frint '134 in view of Dome '882. 

The rejection of the previous action is maintained in its entirety and incorporated herein 
by reference. 

Claims 1-2, 4-9, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Smith '497 in view of Dome '882. 

The rejection of the previous action is maintained in its entirety and incorporated herein 
by reference. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 3 6(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter J Lish whose telephone number is 571-272-1354. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-6:00 Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stanley Silverman can be reached on 571-272-1358. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 




PL 



STUART L KNOWS./ 
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